
 

 

 
 

VIGNETTES – A snippet in time… 
What is a vignette? 

A vignette is a form of personal narrative, or story composed from a personal experience, 
thought, idea, memory or hope. In your case, the vignette you have to write is based on your 
experience of the Fantasy genre, hence, you will be writing about a character or setting that 
is fantastical. 

It’s a short, impressionistic scene that focuses on one moment or gives a particular insight 
into a character, ides or setting. 

To write a vignette, take an event, thought or idea and describe it vividly. Tell the story to the 
reader/your audience so well that they feel as if they are there.   

For a fantastic vignette you need: 

- To focus on a specific moment, character, idea or setting 
- To write in the first or third person 
- A creative title  
- A fascinating beginning that hooks the reader (Starts with an interjection, asks a 

question, begins in the middle of the action or begins with an interesting quote or 
statement) 

- Extremely detailed ideas with specific examples that help your reader/audience to 
hear, smell, see, touch and taste what you describe 

- YOUR UNIQUE VOICE, your personality, your literary fingerprint 
- Vivid figurative language: epic similes and metaphors, creative personification, strong 

imagery  
- Exceptional word choice, show off your vocabulary effectively!! Use vivid verbs, 

specific common and proper nouns, awesome adjective and amazing adverbs) 
- A unique and memorable closing  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the difference between a short story and a vignette? 

A vignette is a scene or a descriptive sketch. It might focus on a single moment or an image, 
or it may give a particularly distinct impression of a character or setting. A vignette is a 
snapshot or a glimpse. As a reader, you may get a distinct and rich impression, but you’re 
limited in terms of what you see or experience. 

A vignette differs from a short story in that it doesn’t necessarily have all the elements of 
plot. A short story—no matter how short—will have a conflict and a beginning, middle, and 
end. A short story will also have a protagonist. 

A vignette might be a short passage describing a character’s perspective of a setting or event. 
It may create a distinct mood, one that reinforces feelings of isolation, loss, victory or 
suspense.  

What are some examples? 

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 

 

 

  

 

 



After you have read the above vignette as a class complete the following activities: 

1. Highlight the following in the text – you may want to use a different colour for each: 
- Person use – is it third or first person narration? 
- A fascinating beginning 
- Extreme detail in setting description 
- Figurative language – personification in particular 
- A unique closing 

2. What is the mood portrayed in this vignette? Can you find words in the text that support your 
ideas? Find at least two examples. 

3. Write your own vignette about your own house. 
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